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ATTORNEY PARTICIPATION CONTRACT 
THE CONFLICT PROGRAM OF 
INDEPENDENT COUNSEL, INC. 

 
July 1, 2025- June 30, 2026 

 
 
Name:    

 

Law firm:    
 

Principal office address:    
 

Telephone: office   fax    
 

cell    
 

Email:    
 

Date admitted to practice in California:   State Bar #     
 

PARTICIPATION FEE 
Criminal Representation  

 
  $ 410.00 In practice less than five years  

 

  $ 500.00 In practice over five years  
 

Probate Guardianships or Conservatorships  
 

  $ 500.00 Conservatorship (and Guardianship if applicable) Cases 
 

  $ 200.00 Guardianship Cases Only 
 

 

PAYMENT MUST BE SUBMITTED BY CHECK ONLY, MADE PAYABLE TO THE ORDER OF 
INDEPENDENT COUNSEL, INC. (“ICI”) 

 
Mail check to: THE CONFLICT PROGRAM 

P.O. Box 333 
MARTINEZ, CA 94553 
 

Email your completed contract.
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APPOINTMENT ROTATIONS. 
 

[FOR ATTORNEYS WHO ARE NOT CURRENTLY PARTICIPATING IN THE CONFLICT 
PROGRAM.] 
 

 I wish to join the Conflict Program as a participating attorney in the rotations below. 

 

   Adult Criminal 

   Juvenile Delinquency 

   Witness Representation 

   Juvenile Dependency Immigration 

Immigration Consequences of Criminal Convictions 

   Probate Guardianship 

   Estate Conservatorship 

   Limited Conservatorship 

   Public Benefits Conservatorship 

   Contempt Cases 
 

 

[FOR ATTORNEYS WHO ARE CURRENTLY PARTICIPATING IN THE CONFLICT 
PROGRAM.] 

 

A.               I wish to continue participating in the rotations of which I was a member in the 
Conflict Program. 

 
B.               I wish to continue participating in the rotations of which I was a member in the 

Conflict Program, and I wish to be added to the rotations below. 
 
   Adult Criminal 

   Juvenile Delinquency 

   Witness Representation 

   Juvenile Dependency Immigration 

Immigration Consequences of Criminal Convictions 

   Probate Guardianship 

   Estate Conservatorship 

   Limited Conservatorship 

   Public Benefits Conservatorship 

   Contempt Cases 



 

 

C.   I wish to continue participating in the rotations of which I am already a 
member, except that I wish to be removed from the following rotations: 

 
   Adult Criminal 

   Juvenile Delinquency 

   Witness Representation 

   Juvenile Dependency Immigration 

Immigration Consequences of Criminal Convictions 

   Probate Guardianship 

   Estate Conservatorship 

   Limited Conservatorship 

   Public Benefits Conservatorship 

   Contempt Cases 

 
 

1. SCOPE OF CONTRACT. 
 

In consideration of the attorney agreements and acknowledgements stated herein, 
Independent Counsel, Inc. (“ICI”) agrees to exercise its delegated authority to make court 
appointments to the attorney identified above, and to compensate the attorney and any Attorney 
Support Division services providers, pursuant to the Conflict Program’s applicable fee schedule 
included in the funding contract between ICI and the County of Contra Costa, and pursuant to the 
Conflict Program Rules and Regulations. 

 
2. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR STATUS. 

 
 This contract is for attorney services to be provided as an independent contractor and 
does not create an employer-employee relationship.   Attorney has no property interest in 
continuing and/or renewing participation in the Conflict Program and/or in continuing to receive case 
appointments through the Conflict Program.  Previous participation in the Conflict Program or 
acceptance of cases does not entitle attorney to continued participation in the Program, and 
such participation may be terminated, modified, or declined at any time. 
 

3. EXPECTATIONS. 
 
 Independent Counsel, Inc., expects attorneys participating in the Conflict Program to 
provide effective and diligent legal representation, and to maintain up to date knowledge of 
the law and procedures applicable to their areas of practice.  This expectation extends to the 
use of Attorney Support Division services as necessary, including investigators, translators, 
experts, social workers, legal research attorneys, paralegals, and mentors. 
 
 Independent Counsel, Inc., will evaluate attorney performance to ensure that the 
standards of effective and diligent representation, and knowledge of current law and 
procedures, are being met.  This evaluation will include statistical analyses of attorney 
caseloads and effort, both individually and in the aggregate, to determine the frequency of jury 
trials and evidentiary hearings, motion practice, the time spent in out of court preparation, and 
the use of Attorney Support Division services.  It will also include review and investigation of 
positive and negative input from clients, other attorneys, judges and members of the public.   



 

Aggregate, anonymized statistical reports may be furnished to the Office of the State Public 
Defender and other entities to assist in the improvement of indigent defense services 
throughout the State of California. 

 
 Independent Counsel, Inc., expects attorneys participating in the Conflict Program to 
preserve and maintain case records.  In particular, attorneys are expected to preserve client 
files in criminal cases unless and until the client consents to their destruction, or the client dies, 
and to preserve files regardless of consent for the client’s term of imprisonment in any case with 
a sentence of fifteen years or more.  
 
 All bills and other requests for payment submitted to the Conflict Program are declared 
to be true and correct under penalty of perjury.  Independent Counsel, Inc., will review bills and 
payment requests for accuracy and reasonableness, and any billing disputes will be resolved 
according to the procedures established in the Conflict Program Rules and Regulations. 
 

 
4. FORMATION AND TERMINATION OF CONTRACT. 

 
 This contract shall be effective when it is signed by both parties and no earlier than July 1, 
2025.  If either party signs after July 1, 2025, the contract shall have retroactive effect to July 1, 
2025, but the attorney shall not be entitled to any new court appointments until the contract is fully 
signed.   This contract shall terminate on June 30, 2026, unless terminated earlier as set forth 
below. 
 
 After this contract terminates, ICI will continue to compensate attorney for services 
performed pursuant to court appointment under this contract, except as set forth below.  ICI may 
modify or terminate attorney’s eligibility to receive new case appointments as provided in the 
Conflict Program Rules and Regulations.   Such modification or termination shall not affect 
attorney’s compensation for services performed pursuant to court appointment under this contract, 
except as set forth below. 
 
 If ICI does not receive sufficient funds from the County of Contra Costa to pay for the 
operations of the Conflict Program, and/or if the contract providing such funds terminates and the 
County of Contra Costa makes no new contract providing such funds, ICI and the Conflict Program 
shall have no obligation to pay attorney for services rendered and expenses incurred pursuant to 
appointments made by the Conflict Program.  In this circumstance attorney must obtain payment 
directly from Contra Costa County or an entity the County designates to make such payments. 
 

5. INDEMNIFICATION AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENTS. 
 

 Attorney shall defend, indemnify, save, and hold harmless the County of Contra Costa, its 
officers, agents and employees from any and all liabilities and claims for damages for death, 
sickness or injury to persons or property, including without limitation, all consequential damages, 
from any cause whatsoever arising from or connected with the operations or the services of ICI 
hereunder, resulting from the conduct, negligent or otherwise, of ICI, its agents or employees. 
 
 Attorney shall defend, save, indemnify, and hold harmless, and waive any and all claims 
against ICI and its officers, directors, members and employees, the Conflict Program Advisory 
Committee, the administration and staff of the Conflict Program, the Court, and the County of 
Contra Costa, its officers, agents and employees, for any liability for loss including without 
limitation, all consequential damages, arising out of the operation of the Conflict Program, the 
legal and related services provided, or out of referrals, assignments and appointments from any 
cause whatsoever arising from or connected with the operations or the services of the attorney 



 

hereunder, or its agents or employees. 
 

6. PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE. 
 
 Attorney shall maintain professional liability insurance naming ICI as a certificate holder 
with coverage limits of not less than $100,000.00 per claim and $300,000.00 in the aggregate, 
applicable to all cases received through appointment by the Conflict Program. 

 
7. DISPUTES UNDER THIS CONTRACT. 

 

Any dispute, claim or controversy arising out of or relating to this agreement or the breach, 
termination, enforcement, interpretation or validity thereof, including the determination of the scope 
or applicability of this agreement to arbitrate, shall be determined by arbitration in Contra Costa 
County, California before one arbitrator. I will not join or consolidate claims submitted for arbitration 
with those of any other persons, and no form of class, collective, or representative action shall be 
maintained without the mutual consent of the parties. The arbitration shall be administered by JAMS 
pursuant to its comprehensive arbitration rules and procedures. Judgment on the award may be 
entered in any court having jurisdiction. This clause shall not preclude parties from seeking 
provisional remedies in aid of arbitration from a court of appropriate jurisdiction. 

8. ATTORNEY DECLARATIONS: 
 
1. I am an attorney at law, and I am an active member in good standing of the California 
State Bar. 

 
2. I have read the most recent version of the Rules and Regulations of the Conflict Program, 
as updated from time-to-time, located at https://www.conflictprogram.org/. I understand them and 
agree to abide by them, and such amendments and additional rules as may be adopted by the 
Advisory Committee or the ICI Board. 

 
3. I acknowledge receipt of a copy of California Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 3-310, 
attached to this application. I have read it and agree to abide by it. I shall not accept a case 
unless: 

(a) I have no present actual or potential conflict of interest in representing the client; and 
(b) I and members of my staff avoid any actual or potential conflict of interest; and 
I will notify ICI immediately of any case or situation which may involve an actual or potential 
conflict of interest for ICI's review and decision. In the alternative, I agree to provide ICI with 
evidence that I have disclosed the conflict or potential conflict to adverse or potentially 
adverse parties, and have obtained the informed written consent of the adverse or 
potentially adverse parties as required by Rule 3-310 prior to the execution of this 
agreement and I am not an employee of ICI or of the County when providing any services 
assigned under this Contract. 

 
4. I am not currently nor have I ever been the subject of any disciplinary proceedings by the 
State Bar of California or any other regulatory body except those listed on a separate sheet 
attached hereto. I have never been convicted of any criminal offense except those listed on a 
separate sheet attached hereto. I have no current criminal charges pending, except as described 
in a separate sheet attached hereto. I will immediately inform the Conflict Program of any 
proceedings initiated against me which could result in such disciplinary action, and of any lawsuit 
or arbitration proceeding alleging malpractice, ineffective assistance of counsel, or other 
professional liability. I will immediately notify the Conflict Program of any alteration or lapse of my 
membership in the State Bar of California. 
 
5. My principal office for the practice of law is in the County of Contra Costa and the same 

https://www.conflictprogram.org/


 

address is listed with the California State Bar and my malpractice insurance carrier.  I conduct 
a majority of my practice in the County of Contra Costa.  IF THIS PARAGRAPH DOES NOT 
APPLY, INITIAL HERE:                . 

 
6. I have complied with CRC Rule 4.117 if I seek to be placed in the Class I (capital case) 
rotation, specifically including the requirement of completing at least 15 hours of capital case 
defense training within the last two years. 

 
8. I have complied with CRC Rule 5.664 if I seek to be placed in the juvenile delinquency 
rotation, specifically including the training requirements stated in that rule, and shall maintain a 
current Declaration of Eligibility for Appointment to Represent Youth in Delinquency Court (JV-
700.) 

 

9. I have complied with CRC Rule 7.1101 if I seek to be placed in the probate guardianship 
and/or conservatorship rotations, specifically including the continuing legal education 
requirements stated in that rule. 

 
 All of the statements in this application, including all case classification supplements and 
other attachments, are true and correct to my own personal knowledge. 

 
 

EXECUTED under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California, on 
 
   , at                                                                                     

  (city) 

 
 

(signature) 
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